
I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe and looking forward to the fishing season ahead.     
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to update you on some of the goings on at the club, and make sure you have all you need 
to enjoy your fishing.  With spring weather now breaking, I hope to see more people enjoying the Club soon.    

COVID Protocol 
 
As a reminder we are back to “normal” in so far as: 
 

• There is full access to the Club House from both doors (using the code #3197#) 

• All Club amenities are accessible (e.g., fire pit, BBQ, fishing nets etc.) 

• Our standard Guest rules apply https://theuctc.com/club/guidelines/ , including reverting to a $25 dollar charge 
for any Guest Fishing 

• Fishing Reports should be made in the signing in book, with the options of emailing them to info@theuctc.com  
 
The only restriction that remains is one of Social Distancing while on the property, inside and out.  

New Members   
 
I am delighted to welcome several new members to the Club.  
 

Brenda Clarke 
 

 
 
Brenda’s main interests are family, golfing, pickleball and fly tying. She started tying 10 years ago after taking a class at a 
Bass Pro in Florida and has continued to refine her craft since. 
 
She has donated many flies to the Niagara Chapter of Trout’s Unlimited for their Healing Waters Fly fishing soldier 
retreat as well as many other great organizations. 
 
Fly fishing wasn’t really on her radar until 3 years ago after a lot of persuasion to try it and now she’s hooked.  She looks 
forward to learning the skill of fly fishing and loves how therapeutic it is when on the water. 
 
Brenda and her husband Barry originally from Burlington have lived in Orkney for the last 25 years. They have 2 boys and 
one granddaughter. 

https://theuctc.com/club/guidelines/
mailto:info@theuctc.com


Lachlan McVie 

 
          
Lachlan is an avid outdoorsman who spends his free time photographing wild places (often at night), hiking, fishing, 
snowboarding, mountain biking and on remote back-country canoe trips in the far North. While most of his fly-fishing 
experience is with euro-morphing on small, technical sections of the Credit, he’s very much looking forward to branching 
out and learning the art of fishing with dry flies on ponds and lakes. More than anything he’s excited to meet other local 
anglers in a fun and friendly setting that’s close to home and accessible year-round.   
 
Lachlan is the Engineering Manager for an advanced composites manufacturing company in Erin called Spartec 
Composites. Him and his wife Natasha live in Alton with their 4yr old son Jack and are expecting a 2nd child this summer. 
 

Demo Divaris 
 

 
 
Demo was born in Salisbury (now Harare) Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and emigrated to Canada arriving in 
January 1983. 
 
He is General Pathologist and started at the then Kitchener Waterloo Hospital (now Grand River Hospital) in Kitchener in 
April 1989 and currently still the Chief and Medical Director of the Integrated Departments of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathology (GRH and St Mary’s Hospital). 
 
He and his wife of 39 years, Irene reside in Waterloo. Irene is founder and CEO of Meal in a jar (MIJ) based in Waterloo. 
Demo was very fortunate to be hooked into fly fishing and fly tying   by Dr Tom Shoniker who was a Pathologist at SMGH 
in 1998. Demo still waving the wand all these years when work and weather permits. 
 
Demo and Irene have two amazing daughters who thankfully have returned to live in Waterloo and who have blessed 
them with three grandchildren (two granddaughters and a grandson) over the last 2 years and a fourth on the way. 
 
Demo was introduced to the club by Ernie Kawala, THANK YOU Ernie! 



Ted Ecclestone 
 

 
 
Ted is a long-time fisherman, but newer to flyfishing. He spent 30 years in the investment industry primarily with Fiera 
Capital, CGOV Asset Management and TAL Global Asset Management. He is an avid outdoorsman and has volunteered 
with several conservation organizations, most recently as a board member for Trout Unlimited Canada. He is married to 
Anna-Maria D’Alessandro, and they have three adult children and two dogs.  
 
Ted was introduced to the Club by Dave Williamson, THANK YOU Dave! 
 

Greg Gannett 
 

 
 
Greg and his wife Lynn recently returned to the GTA after spending 20 years in Calgary where they learned to fly fish for 
trout on Western rivers and mountain streams.  
 
Greg enjoys fly fishing with his son and two daughters when he is not driving them to minor hockey or baseball games. 
 
Greg has tried his hand at fly tying but has come to realize he is still a fledgling student of the craft.  
 
Greg and the family enjoy all things outdoors, whether it be hiking, skiing, snow shoeing or mountain biking. 
 

 
 



Rob Rossi 
 

 
 
Robert is an avid fly fisherman, chef & family man.  
 
He is a professional chef and restaurateur in Toronto. Robert began his culinary career working throughout Canada for 
some of the nation’s best chefs. 
 
While traveling he had the opportunity to fish Alberta’s Mountain streams, lakes and most notably the Bow River south 
of Calgary.  
 
Upon returning to Toronto, he competed in the Food Network series “Top Chef Canada” and used his success to open 2 
Italian restaurants, Giulietta & Osteria Giulia where he can be found today.  
 
He and his wife Samantha enjoy traveling with their 2 1/2-year-old daughter Charlotte. They reside in East York Ontario. 
 
Please join me in welcoming our new members to the club.  

Honorary Members  
I am delighted to announce that Norm Huff and Kim Shikaze have both been made Honorary Members of the Club  

Norm Huff   
 
 

 



Norm joined the Club in 1997, and our executive in 1998.  He became Club President in 1999 when our membership was 
down at just 39, and the Club had few financial reserves. During Norms 16 years as Club President, he did a masterful job 
of bringing in New Members (up to our current level of between 65 and 70) while successful retaining much of the 
character which is so treasured by Members. He also raised the initiation fee which has formed the backbone of the 
Clubs financial reserves you see today.  
 
In Norms own words:  
 

It is with sincere appreciation that I acknowledge the Honorary Membership the executive of The Upper Credit 
Trout Club has unanimously granted me.   
 
During my 25 years tenure as a member, I have had the opportunity to serve as a Director, President and 
currently as Past President, all with the full support of the executive committee and as a "labour of love".  
 
I am grateful for the honor bestowed on me and can assure you it will always be with me as I enjoy my visits to " 
my little piece of Heaven". 
 
Sincerely, Norm Huff 

 

Kim Shikaze   
 

 
 
Kim joined the Club in 1999, and our executive in 2002. He was responsible for the Club House and Social for the next 14 
years, through until 2016. Kim had a calm and organized air about everything he did for us, and always had time to 
welcome you with a smile at Club events. The master od delegation yes, but he made it such fun for anyone to get 
involved in helping him.  
 
 In Kim’s own words:  
 

Jut a quick note of thanks to the Executive for making me a Honorary Member. I will continue to make use of the 
facilities and look forward to participating in the events during the coming year  
 
Tight Lines, Kim  

 
Do please join me in thanking both Norm and Kim for their service to our Club and congratulate them on becoming 
Honorary Members.  
 



Club Finances (from Lynn)   
 
The Clubs Financial Year end of February 2022 has an un-yet audited operating deficit of about $25,000. As a reminder 
this is a planned overspend equal to last year’s surplus, and these monies were spent on relief on 2021/2022 
Membership Dues, the Pond Study and new outside furniture.   

Club Events (from Gregg)  
 
As a reminder the dates for this year’s events are:   
  

• Cleanup Day:  Saturday 07-May 

• Opening Day: Sunday 29-May 

• Golf/Fish Day: Tuesday 14-Jun 

• Family Day: Sunday 07-Aug 

• Closing Day: Sunday 02-Oct 
 
We are assuming that all these events will be held outdoors, with a tent set up for the Opening Day, Family Day and for 
Closing Day. The Club House will remain open for any members who would prefer to gather inside there too.  
 
I will send out formal notice for Cleanup Day when I get back in the second week of April 2, 2022 

Ponds & Fish (from Randy)  
 
Spring is late in arriving up here in beautiful North-West Caledon; patches of snow are tenaciously clinging to the low 
and shady spots, the ponds are still mostly iced in, and the temps are still stuck below seasonal averages. Nonetheless, 
the UCTC ponds have wintered well, and things are looking very favorable for the upcoming season. After last year’s 
challenging season, we’re all excited with the prospect of great fishing in 2022.  
 

Winter Fishing 
 
Ice-up came earlier than normal last winter and the ice eaters were activated on December 2nd. The west pond fished 
well over the winter; the sport was good and catch numbers were up for those crazy, I mean, brave enough to face the 
frigid temps. Congratulations winter anglers and those new to the 12-Month Club! (You officially have a fly-fishing 
problem.) 
 

Water Level  

Water levels in north-Peel are back up, so it seems our prayers and ceremonial dances have been answered - so much so 
that water is once again flowing out the west pond’s outflow, a sight unseen for nearly three years. Thanks to increased 
precipitation and a heavier winter snowpack, things are looking good; fingers are crossed that they’ll hold up throughout 
the season. (Please continue to remember the ponds in your prayers and dances.) 

Stocking  
 
Our summer stocking schedule will continue much as it traditionally has. We will receive approximately 1500 trout of 
various sizes in 2 – 3 shipments throughout the season. The smaller stock (10 - 14”) will arrive in early spring and the 
bigger stock (14+”) in early fall when the water temps begin to cool. 
 
Everyone seems to be enjoying the fun of catching the brown trout we’ve been stocking over the last couple of years, so 
we’ll continue to augment our rainbow population with browns. The variety breakdown for 2021 was 50% Rainbows, 
25% Brookies, 25% Browns.  



 
This year, I will continue to adjust the brook trout ratio down as it’s becoming increasingly clear that our pond isn’t well 
suited to brook trout. Brookies generally prefer water from 6C to 21C and our pond definitely pushes that upper limit in 
the heat of summer, so it isn’t fair to the fish for them to be stressed throughout much of the season; besides, the 
brookies, for the most part, disappear into the deeps and avoid feeding during much of the season, which really doesn’t 
contribute much to the sport in the pond. 
 

Predators 
 
Predation continues to be a threat on our ponds. According to the Credit Valley Conservation, the main culprits in our 
area are heron, cormorant, osprey, mink, muskrat, weasel, and river otter. I have seen all of these on our property 
except for river otter, though I know they’re in the area (just ask our friend, Simon!).  
 
Though it’s nearly impossible to quantify the exact impact of these predators, their impact is real and so we remain 
vigilant in monitoring and trying to control their impact where appropriate. 
 
To that end, I’ve set up two game cameras in strategic locations around the ponds. The cameras are in the predators’ 
high-traffic areas to get a sense of what species we’re dealing with and their hunting patterns.   
 
Here are a couple of recent pics of some familiar “friends”: 
 

 
 

 
 



Please also keep me posted on your sightings of any predators, either through your entry in the logbook or via text or 
email. Please include where and when you saw the predator. Thanks. 
 

Ongoing Pond Study Monitoring for 2022 
 
As per the recommendations in the 2021 Pond Study, we’ll be continuing to monitor the ponds to get a more complete 
and a more accurate picture of the life of our ponds. This summer’s monitoring will focus on the following: 
 

• Bathymetric mapping: Updating the depth mapping of the pond 

• Water temps and light: Ongoing measuring of temps and light density using the data loggers installed in the 
pond and by hand using a Secchi disc 

• Water Level: Using the staff gauge installed on Dock #1  

• Microscopic water sampling during periods of algae blooms 
 

Thank Yous  
 
Finally, a big THANK YOU to Pierre Turgeon and Simon Witts for their help with feeding duties throughout the winter 
and to Adrian Renzetti for his ongoing assistance with the ongoing pond study work. 
 
Anyone who’s interested in helping with various pond / fish-related duties, please let me know as the help is always 
appreciated and it’s a great way to get more involved in your club. 

Club Matters  
 

• Additional ID Badges: If you need an additional badge made up for your partner then I am happy to do so, just 
let me know please. 

• Fly Tying Material: a big THAN YOU to Jack Bramm for donating prime feathers and fur and hooks to the Club. 
These materials are being made available to members on the assumption that they are used at the Club but not 
taken away form the Club please.  

 
The club remains open and active for your fishing pleasure!  
 
Tight lines!  
 
Simon Witts  
President UCTC 
info@theuctc.com 
+1 519 806 0455 (mobile)  
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